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Days: Tuesday and Thursday



Instructor: David Royal 

Time:  2:00-3:15  




E-mail: david.royal@gmail.com

Rooms:  Tue. SOC 149, Thur. SOC 132

Office / Hours: CPR 450 / M–F   9–4








Intern: Addie Studebaker

Course Description

In this course, we will learn about a variety of global issues.  You will be free to choose a good deal of the class content, and our projects and activities will often be fairly flexible.  Activities that I am planning to include are reading circles and class discussions, in addition to a few writing projects.  For our final project, you will be asked to choose one global issue, research it, and take some sort of action to try to improve it.  Your project will include what you learned from your research and experience, and you will be free to present it in various forms (a written report, a presentation, an audio file, etc.).  We will also spend time learning global issues vocabulary words, and improving our critical thinking skills.

Materials

We will not use a textbook in this class.  Instead, our materials will include text, video, and audio sources covering a range of global issues.  We will look primarily at authentic texts.  A variety of genres may be used, including biographies, newspapers, magazines, radio programs, and blogs.  You will be asked to select a significant portion of the reading materials yourselves.

Course Goals

In this course, you will complete the following tasks and projects:

1. read, understand and discuss a variety of texts

2. find an article, prepare discussion questions and lead a small group discussion

3. research and undertake an action related to an issue of your choosing

4. reflect on their experience and share what they have learned

Course Objectives

Student achievement of course goals will be assessed using the following methods and criteria:

1. research and critical thinking skills will be evaluated course assignments and activities

2. students will be assessed for their attendance and participation in class activities such as reading circles and group discussions

3. teacher feedback will be given on facilitation of discussions, completion of homework, and presentation of final project

4. projects will be assessed for quality of content, appropriate use of critical thinking strategies, accurate analysis of the problem, and evidence of sincere reflection on the experience

Grade Assessment

Attendance and In-Class Participation

30%

Reading circle, homework and other projects

40%

Final project


 


30%

Tentative Course Schedule

Week 2 – Introduction and Overview

Week 3 – Issues in the American Presidential Election

Week 4 – Consumption and Consumerism

Weeks 5 – 9 Reading Circles,  topics to be decided, start final projects

Weeks 10 – 12 Work on Final Projects, topics to be decided, Interview Activity?

Weeks 13 – 14 Final Projects Due

Grades and Promotion

At the end of the semester, each of your teachers will give you a final grade and make a final recommendation on whether you should stay at the same level or move to the next level. In the ELI, the decision about your level is determined by the following three things: class grades, improvement on the COMPASS/Writing test scores, and teacher recommendations. To meet the minimum requirements for a course (to pass a class) you need to get a 70% (C) or above. 

ELI Attendance Policy 

In order to learn English and to maintain full-time student status in the United States, YOU MUST ATTEND CLASSES EVERYDAY. There are NO excused absences. If you are absent more than 35 hours of the total class hours, you may not be able to continue taking classes at the ELI. You are responsible for knowing how many absences you have and to find out what homework you missed in the class. If you are late to class, you will receive a “tardy” for that class hour. A total of 4 tardies = 1 hour absence.

Other Policies

· All work must be turned in on time. Late assignments will not be accepted.

· You must come to class prepared to work with readings, paper, pens, and pencils. If you are having any difficulties, problems, or concerns, it is your responsibility to meet with the instructor to discuss them.

· Cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off or on silent during class time.

