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Global Issues – Reading Circles


Overview and Objectives

Reading circles give you a chance to bring a topic that you’re interested in into class and lead a discussion about it.  You get experience in finding, understanding and explaining articles; in preparing materials for critical thinking; and in leading a discussion.  Your classmates get a chance to learn about something new and improve their vocabulary.  Finally, you all get the opportunity to practice your critical thinking skills and express your opinions.

Preparing the Reading Circle

1) Select a 1-2 page reading.

Prepare a vocabulary list of 5-10 words/phrases that are difficult, interesting or have unusual meanings.  Underline the words in the article.  I want you to provide the part of speech and leave space for your classmates to write the definition.  

2) Prepare the correct definition on another paper, making sure that it and the part of speech match how the word or phrase is used in the article.  Finally, leave space for your classmates to write two words of their own.

3) Create 6 questions (3 comprehension and 3 discussion questions) to use during the in-class discussion.  Also, leave space for your classmates to make 1 comprehension and 1 discussion question.

4) Your comprehensions should NOT be yes or no questions.  Instead, ask your classmates to explain things from the article.

5) Your discussion questions should have LONG answers, asking people to express their opinion and think critically.

Choosing the Reading

You can choose any article has to do with a global issue.  Choose a topic that you are interested in!  If the article is too long or too difficult, feel free to cut parts or simplify them if you need to.  If you don't understand it, don't use it!  Internet news sites are good places to find readings, but you can also use newspapers, magazines, textbooks, etc.

Doing the Reading Circle: Reading and Discussion

1) The leaders need to bring their article the week before the discussion.  The rest of the group will read the article for homework.

2) If an article is unacceptable or poorly prepared, you will be asked to send a new one to me by email.

3) Homework: Group members read the article, define the vocabulary words, and make 1 comprehension question and 1 discussion question.

4) In class, the leader goes over the vocabulary list and answers any questions the group may have concerning the text.

5) Then, the group goes over the answers to the comprehension questions.  Members ask the questions they made.

6) Finally, the group discusses the discussion questions.

7) Important: The leader makes sure each person in the group gives their opinion and that the group is not dominated by one person (including the leader).

