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Which Candidate Do You Agree With?

This activity will introduce a variety of issues that are important to many Americans in the upcoming presidential election.  In this activity, we will learn about these issues, practice expressing our opinions, and see how our opinions compare with our classmates and presidential candidates.

Take a look at the issues below.  What do they mean?  Are there any you don't understand?

Medical Marijuana and Drug Policy

Civil Liberties and Domestic Security 

Crime and Punishment 

Iraq and Foreign Policy 

Trade and Economics 

Environment and Energy 

Gun Control 

Immigration 

Health Care 

Social Security 

Taxes and Budget 

Education 

Gay Rights 

Abortion and Birth Control  

***

1. Which of these issues do you think are most important?  Why?

2. If you were going to vote, what questions would you want to ask Obama or McCain about these issues?

3. Are there any other important issues that you would want to know a politician's opinion of before you voted?

Medical Marijuana and Drug Policy

I support or oppose making marijuana available for medical reasons

I support or oppose federal raids on medical marijuana facilities in states which have approved its use

I support or oppose fighting a war on drugs internationally

Civil Liberties and Domestic Security

I support or oppose the 2006 extension of the Patriot Act

I support or oppose giving the federal government more domestic surveillance power

I support or oppose extending the right of habeas corpus to Guantanamo detainees

Crime and Punishment

I support or oppose the death penalty

I support or oppose hate crime legislation

I support or oppose relaxing drug laws and/or drug enforcement

Iraq and Foreign Policy

I support or oppose setting a withdrawal timetable for US troops to leave Iraq

I support or oppose the increase in US troop levels in Iraq which has been ongoing throughout 2007

I support or oppose the US having a long-term presence in Iraq

I support or oppose the use of military force unilaterally

Trade and Economics

I support or oppose unrestricted free trade

I support or oppose an increase in the federal minimum wage

I support or oppose legislation restricting employers from interfering with union votes

Environment and Energy

I support or oppose the idea that human pollution is a significant cause of global warming

I support or oppose international treaties to cut greenhouse gas emissions like the Kyoto Protocol

I support or oppose investment in alternative forms of energy

I support or oppose investment in drilling for oil domestically

Gun Control

I support or oppose restrictions on access to firearms

I support or oppose a ban on assault weapoons

I support or oppose running background checks on individuals purchasing guns. 

Immigration

I support or oppose a path to citizenship for illegal immigrants

I support or oppose a temporary guest worker program

I support or oppose the construction of a fence along the US and Mexico border

Social Security

I support or oppose privatizing social security through personal Social Security accounts

I support or oppose raising the earnings cap on Social Security, which is currently $102,000

Health Care

I support or oppose universal health care which provides access to health care regardless of ability to pay.

I support or oppose increased government spending on health care.

I support or oppose a market-based, for-profit approach to providing more Americans with health care.

Taxes and Budget

I support or oppose an increase in taxes for the wealthiest Americans

I support or oppose tax cuts for middle-class families

I support or oppose a flat tax system across income levels

Education

I support or oppose increased funding for public schools

I support or oppose renewing No Child Left Behind

I support or oppose across-the-board pay raises for schoolteachers

Gay Rights

I support or oppose gay marriage

I support or oppose civil unions

I support or oppose allowing gays to serve openly in the military

Abortion and Birth Control

I support or oppose keeping abortion legal

I support or oppose the Roe v. Wade decision of 1973

I support or oppose emergency contraception

***

In your group, express your agreement or disagreement with the statements for the issue you are discussing.  Give reasons to support your opinions.  Be polite to your classmates, ask them questions, and let them speak.

