Course Syllabus

Fall I 2006




  
Instructor:     David Royal


M/W      8:30-10:30




E-mail:           esletc@gmail.com

Office:  MC13-5




Office Hours: M/W 7:30-8:30, 10:30-1:15 

Course Description

Welcome to Global Issues!  In this class, we will work on improving your English skills while learning about important issues.  I believe that in order to help you get motivated to study English, it is important to choose topics that you are interested in for the class.  Thus, in Global Issues, you will have a lot of flexibility in choosing which issues you want to focus on.  Global Issues can be almost anything – political, social, environmental, cultural.  I'm sure you can find something that you are interested in learning more about.  In addition to learning about the problems we face, we're also going to work on solutions in this class.  We will be taking positive actions to try to make the world a better place.  This will be a demanding but fun and interesting class that will help improve your academic English.  We will also work on developing ‘critical thinking’ for your academic success and ‘critical awareness’ that can help us create a better world for future generations.  

Skills We’ll Work On

We will work on all of these skills.  We will spend more time working on whichever skills you are most interested in working on.  I will also give some optional homework assignments to help you work on the specific skills that you want to develop.

Speaking and listening – You'll have the chance to both join and lead class, group and pair discussions.  During these discussions, you’ll have a lot of opportunities to express your opinion, ask questions, and practice your academic speaking and listening.  If you are interested, we could also work on presentation skills and practice doing individual and / or group presentations.

Writing – We will do a fair amount of writing in this class. Sometimes, writing assignments will be optional, sometimes they will be required.  Usually, they will be in the form of freewrites, but we can also work more formally on academic writing, editing drafts and revision.

Reading – Because we don't have a textbook, our readings will come from other sources.  Sometimes I will bring in readings from textbooks, magazines or newspapers.  I will also invite you to bring in readings to share with your classmates about issues that you feel are important.

Grammar – We will discuss grammar points in both our reading and our writing.  When you write, I will ask you to underline sentences that you want me to look closely at and let me know what type of feedback will be most useful to you.

Vocabulary – Our reading assignments will introduce some very useful vocabulary words.  In addition, you have the option of doing vocabulary journal if you want to focus on that.

Critical thinking and awareness – These two skills are a big part of American university classes.  Basically, critical thinking means being able to look at a situation from different points of view and think about different solutions. It means questioning what you are told, and thinking about why things are the way they are. It also includes thinking about different possibilities for the future. Critical awareness means looking at the world around you with a critical (or questioning) eye. Developing these skills will help you express your own opinion and make ethical decisions.

Activities We’ll Do

We will base our activities on the skills that you choose to focus on.  We will do a little bit of everything, but we will do more of whatever you all want to work on. Usually, I like to spend class time doing group, pair and class discussions, but if you really want to work on writing, we can do some of that in class to. We will also do things like reading circles where you will bring in reading materials and lead small group discussions yourselves. For the final project, you will do some research and either write or present about your experience. As part of that project, you will actively try to help the issue you are researching. Don’t worry if you’re not sure how to do these things.  I will explain all of them much more before we actually do them.

Grading

Your grade in this class will be based on effort. As long as you complete your assignments, come to class and participate, you will get at least a B. If you do a really great job on your projects and do some (or all) of the optional homework, you will get an A. If you miss a few classes and a few assignments, but do most of the work, you’ll get a C. Active participation means that you should come to class prepared (do your homework), pay attention and join in class activities.

Language Policy

As you learned at orientation, we think that using English is an important part of learning English. If you really want to learn English, take advantage of all of the opportunities you have to practice. That includes class time, but it also includes talking to other students during breaks and outside of HELP. Plus, you’re now in a place where most people speak English. Talk to them!

In the classroom, I want you to use English whenever you can. If you don’t understand a vocabulary word or an instruction I give, please ask me. Or, ask a classmate to tell you in English. If that doesn’t work, and you really can’t understand, then go ahead and use another language. In group activities, if everyone can speak the same language, it is OK to use languages other than English a little. For example, you might use your first language for a couple of minutes at the beginning to plan how you are going to do the activity. But use English if you can! And if you are in a group where everyone DOESN’T understand the language, please don’t use it! That will exclude people, and that’s not fair.

Absences

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what homework was assigned for the following class and to complete any missing homework on time (email me or one of your classmates). If you miss more than 4 hours (2 classes) you will receive a written warning and may be put on academic probation.  Multiple absences will also lower your grade.

If you have any questions, please ask, either in class, in my office, or through email!
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