Data from www.footprintnetwork.org
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1. What are some of reasons why the dark line might be dropping?

2. What are some of the reasons why the light line might be going up?
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3.  What does it mean that this dark line fallen faster than the dark line in the previous chart?

4. Are you surprised to see that the average person's footprint hasn't increased much since 1971?  Why or why not?

Regional Footprint Analysis
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1. Does anything surprise you about the average regional footprints shown above?

2. Why do you think such a small number of people (North Americans) are able to consume so much?  Why does the majority of the world's population (S. America, Asia and Africa) allow this to happen?

2002 Data
Population
Ecological Footprint

(ha / person)
Biocapacity

(ha / person)
Ecological Reserve / Deficit

(ha / person)

Argentina
38.0
2.2
6.7
4.5

China
1,302.3
1.6
.8
-0.8

France
59.9
5.6
3.2
-2.4

Gabon
1.3
1.1
19.6
18.5

Germany
82.4
4.4
1.8
-2.6

Indonesia
217.1
1.0
1.0
-0.1

Japan
127.5
4.3
0.8
-3.5

New Zealand
3.8
6.0
15.2
9.2

USA
291.0
9.7
4.7
-4.9

1. Why do you think Americans have such a big ecological footprint?  What about the American lifestyle causes this?

2. Look at the countries with an ecological reserve (Argentina, Gabon, New Zealand).  Why do you think these countries have a reserve?  Why do you think they are not more powerful than the countries with the deficits?

ESLetc.com


