God to a Hungry Child

Hungry child,

I didn't make this world for you.

You didn't buy any stock in my railroad.

You didn't invest in my corporation.

Where are your shares in Standard Oil?

I made the world for the rich

And the will-be-rich

And the have-always-been-rich.

Not for you.

Hungry child.

Langston Hughes

1. Underline a few (3-5) vocabulary words and talk to your group about what they mean.  Write their definition next to them

2. If there are any parts of the poem that you are confused about or don't understand, ask the people in your group.

3. Talk about what the poem means.  What do you think the poet is trying to say?  What is the poet's message or point?

4. Look at the world around us.  Who does it seem that God made this world for?  Why does it seem that way?

Look at the overall structure of the poem and think about how you could make a similar poem yourself.  Talk to your group mates about your ideas.  Try writing a poem from the point of view of God to a person (or thing).  If you want, you can include some global or environmental issue in your poem, and you can use this poem as a model.  If you're trying to think of an idea, think of a problem or something that is difficult or unfair in the world, and imagine how God would explain that.

Where the Sidewalk Ends

There is a place where the sidewalk ends 
And before the street begins, 
And there the grass grows soft and white, 
And there the sun burns crimson bright, 
And there the moon-bird rests from his flight 
To cool in the peppermint wind. 

Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black 
And the dark street winds and bends. 
Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow 
We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
And watch where the chalk-white arrows go 
To the place where the sidewalk ends. 

Yes we'll walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
And we'll go where the chalk-white arrows go, 
For the children, they mark, and the children, they know 
The place where the sidewalk ends.

Shel Silverstein

1. Underline a few (3-5) vocabulary words and talk to your group about what they mean.  Write their definition next to them

2. If there are any parts of the poem that you are confused about or don't understand, ask the people in your group.

3. Talk about what the poem means.  What do you think the poet is trying to say?  What is the poet's message or point?

4. I have underlined some places where the poet made some interesting or unusual word choices. He puts words together that we don't normally think of as being a pair.  Why do you think the poet did this?

Look at the overall structure of the poem and think about how you could make a similar poem yourself.  Talk to your group mates about your ideas.  Try writing a poem about a place that is special to you.  Perhaps you can describe a beautiful place in nature.  Feel free to take as much or as little from the structure of the poem as you want.

Forgotten Language

Once I spoke the language of the flowers, 
Once I understood each word the caterpillar said, 
Once I smiled in secret at the gossip of the starlings, 
And shared a conversation with the housefly 
in my bed. 
Once I heard and answered all the questions 
of the crickets, 
And joined the crying of each falling dying 
flake of snow, 
Once I spoke the language of the flowers...
How did it go? 
How did it go?

Shel Silverstein

1. Underline a few (3-5) vocabulary words and talk to your group about what they mean.  Write their definition next to them

2. If there are any parts of the poem that you are confused about or don't understand, ask the people in your group.

3. Talk about what the poem means.  What do you think the poet is trying to say?  What is the poet's message or point?

4. This poet talks about having forgotten a language that let him communicate with nature.  Do you think he really used to be able to talk to houseflies?  If not, what do you think he means by this?  He uses this forgotten language as an extended metaphor.  What does it represent?

Look at the overall structure of the poem and think about how you could make a similar poem yourself.  Talk to your group mates about your ideas.  Try writing a poem about something you knew or had before and have lost.  You can think about things that children know / have that adults do not have.  Some ideas are innocence, imaginary friends, etc.

Green Has an Attitude

The green smears itself

against gray sky

and clutters everything with green

Green has an attitude

It takes over

It doesn't ask permission

Green slaps itself all over

Bushes trees grass creepy vines

People try to fight back by

painting houses white yellow and blue

by filling the air with dark smoke and smog

Building whole cities with only

a few trees

Crisscrossing the landscape with

industrial junkyards

no green would be caught dead in

No, what you don't realize is,

It's a war

Green's got an attitude

People have to show green

who's boss

Alice Pero

1. Underline a few (3-5) vocabulary words and talk to your group about what they mean.  Write their definition next to them

2. If there are any parts of the poem that you are confused about or don't understand, ask the people in your group.

3. Talk about what the poem means.  What do you think the poet is trying to say?  What is the poet's message or point?

4. What does “green” represent in this poem?  If there is a war between “green” and people, which side do you think the poet is on?  Why?

Look at the overall structure of the poem and think about how you could make a similar poem yourself.  Talk to your group mates about your ideas.  Try writing a poem about the struggle between man and nature.  You can follow this poem's model of using the color green to represent nature, or you can try to do it in another way.

Arguments Against the Bombing

consider the infinite fragility of an infant's

skull

how the bones lie soft and open

only time knitting them shut

consider a delicate porcelain bowl

how it crushes under a single blow

-- in one moment whole years disappear

consider that beneath the din of explosions

no song can be heard

no cry

consider your own sky on fire

your name erased

your children's lives “a price worth paying”

consider the faces you do not see

the eyes you refuse to meet

“collateral damage”

how in those words

the world cracks open

Lisa Suhair Majaj

· The two phrases in quotes are phrases that people who support a war sometimes use.  “A price worth paying” expresses a belief that the people who died have died for a worthwhile reason.  “Collateral damage” refers to innocent people who are killed by accident during a war.

1. Underline a few (3-5) vocabulary words and talk to your group about what they mean.  Write their definition next to them

2. If there are any parts of the poem that you are confused about or don't understand, ask the people in your group.

3. Talk about what the poem means.  What do you think the poet is trying to say?  What is the poet's message or point?

4. This poem is called an “argument”.  How does the poet make her argument?  If you could summarize it in one sentence, what is she asking the reader to do?

Look at the overall structure of the poem and think about how you could make a similar poem yourself.  Talk to your group mates about your ideas.  Try writing a poem about an environmental or global issue where you ask the reader to consider how the issue affects children (either children today or children in the future).  If you want, you can use the structure of the poem as a model, beginning each stanza with “consider”.  Feel free to change the structure as much as you want, though.

Two Young Women

I'm 18, and years older than that.

I'm 18, and I can't believe I'm that old.

I get up before sunrise, because I have to be at work.

I get up at 6, because I need time to do my hair and makeup before school.

I walk two miles to work, the blisters on my feet open from wear.

I drive to school, and walk carefully, because I need to keep my shoes clean.

I spend my day inside a factory, with hundreds of other girls, unable to take breaks, and unable to leave.

I spend my day in classes, wanting only to get out.

I would give anything to go to school, to learn, to be able to get somewhere in life.

I would give anything to be done with school.  Who cares anyways?

I would quit, but I can't.  I have parents, brothers and sisters to support, and jobs are hard to find.

I'd drop out, but then my parents would be pissed.

At 4:00, we get a five minute break for water, and then it's back for more work.

At 3:30, we get  out, and I head for basketball practice.

I sew the Swoosh on, time after time, hour after hour, until my fingers bleed, and my knuckles ache.

I lace up my Nikes, my new ones.

I earn barely enough to live, and not even near enough to help my family.  I get paid per pair, and I can only make so many.

These cost me $130, and everyone has a pair.

My lungs burn with every breath, and I cough up dust every night when I get home.

My lungs burn as I run up and down the court, but I know it only makes me stronger.

I sew pair after pair, trying to earn enough to buy food and clothes.

These shoes hurt my feet.  I think I'll buy a new pair.

I go home, and cry.  I want out, but it's such a vicious cycle.  I work to get out, but I always need to work a little more before I have enough.

I go home, and lie on my water bed.  I can't wait till college.  I can get out.

Deidre Barry

1. Underline a few (3-5) vocabulary words and talk to your group about what they mean.  Write their definition next to them

2. If there are any parts of the poem that you are confused about or don't understand, ask the people in your group.

3. Talk about what the poem means.  What do you think the poet is trying to say?  What is the poet's message or point?

4. Which parts of these two women's lives are similar to yours?  What else can you imagine about these two women?  Where do they live?  What are their houses like?  What are their lives like?

Look at the overall structure of the poem and think about how you could make a similar poem yourself.  Talk to your group mates about your ideas.  Try writing a poem where two different people give their points of view on their lives, showing the reader what is the same and what is different.  Feel free to include some cultural, global or environmental issues.  You can use this poem as a model for structure, alternating lines from each person, but you can change the structure if you want, too.

