There are many different types of feedback that I can give to your writing.  When you do writing in this class, think about the type(s) of feedback that would be most useful to you.  Write the type(s) of feedback that you want at the top of your paper.  Feel free to write other notes or questions to me as well.  Also, you can mark a certain part (paragraph, sentence) that you want me to look at more closely.  Here are some ideas for types of feedback.

Types of Feedback

Responsive – I can give my reaction as a reader.  I can say what I agree/disagree with, share my own experiences, etc.


Wow, that must have been really sad.


That’s really interesting, the same kind of thing happened to me.

Clarifying – I can help you to express yourself more clearly.


What do you mean here?


I don’t understand.

Generative – I can ask questions to encourage more writing, more details, more ideas.


What advice did she give you?


Tell me about it.


What happened?  How did she find out you were lying?

Instructive – I can give you advice and ask you to do something with your writing.

Note: If you want me to do this, please specify a part of the paper (by underlining) or a particular area (spelling, verb tense, organization etc.) that you want me to look at.


Your writing is too general.  You need to tell the stories and give the details.


Maybe this sentence is unnecessary.


I’d like you to work on transition words to make your writing more clear.

Corrective – I can suggest changes and check for mistakes.

Note: If you want me to do this, please specify a part of the paper (by underlining) or a type of mistake (spelling, verb tense, articles, etc.) that you want me to look at.


[might not a good cooker] might not be a good cook


[don’t behave like a teacher] I shouldn’t behave like a teacher

Evaluative – I could say which parts I think are good, what I like and what I dislike.


In terms of describing the relationship with your mom, you did a good job.


Your story about practicing the piano has good details, the others are too vague.
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