Final Project

Research and make a presentation OR turn in a paper on a global issue

GOALS:  This project will give you a chance to practice doing academic research.  For research, I want you to interview an expert or conduct a survey.  You have the option of doing either a presentation or writing a paper for the final project.  Both must be in your own words.  Also, if you do a presentation, I will collect your notes.  They don’t need to be typed/neat or grammatically correct, I just want to look at them.

Step 1 Choose a topic and make a research question

Choose a global issue that interests you – it could be something that we covered in class but it does not have to be.  Try to make your topic as specific as possible, and come up with some ideas for things you would like to learn about it.  Bring your topic to class on Monday April 24th.

Step 2 Make an appointment with an expert (for an interview)

Consider calling a organization or group related to the global issue that interests you.  The best place to start finding an expert is in the phone book.  Also, the university has experts in some of these areas on campus.  If you need help with this, please ask or email me.

Step 3 Make interview questions /  Make a survey 

Prepare a brief description of your topic, make some possible interview questions (or make a survey) and turn them to me for approval. I will make any suggestions that I have, and then you are free to do your interview or survey.

TOPIC DESCRIPTION & SURVEY/INTERVIEW QUESTIONS DUE Mon. May 1st

· If you want to get started earlier, feel free to send them to me at david.royal@gmail.com.

Step 4 Interviews / Surveys (between the 1st and the 19th of May)

If you’re doing an interview, try to get some sort of recorder.  It is very difficult to remember everything. Be prepared to take notes and ask more specific questions as the interview goes. Everything is data!

Step 5 Prepare your presentation (or paper)

I am not going to give a specific length for either the presentations or papers.  I will show you some examples, though.  Basically, you need to include three things:

1) background information on the issue

2) what you found in your research

3) your own thoughts / opinions / experiences

If you’re giving a presentation, you should prepare some kind of visual aid (Poster, handout, PowerPoint, etc).
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