Final Project - Introduction

In this class, for the final project, I would like you to do a presentation or paper addressing a global issue.  This project should include several parts.  First of all, you'll need to do some research to collect some background information on the issue.  You can use books, magazines, the Internet or other sources.  If you are interested in practicing academic writing, you can include a list of sources at the end of your paper, and I can help you with the format of this.

In addition to providing some information on your issue, I also want your final project to include some sort of action that you did to try to improve the issue.  This should be a change or activity that you did in your own life with the idea of positively affecting the issue you have chosen.  Below, I have a list of actions and the issues that they are related to.  There are many, many more possibilities, this is just to give you some starting ideas.  In your project, I want you to reflect on your experience doing your action, and also give your opinions and ideas about possible solutions.

Issue
Action

Air Pollution / Global Warming
Buy local goods.

Don't drive your car / take the bus.

Use less electricity (air dry your clothes, etc.)

Consumerism
For gifts, make your own or give non-material gifts.

Keep track of what you buy and how it was produced.

Coral Reef / Ocean Life Protection
Only buy sustainably farmed / caught seafood.

Use non-toxic sunscreen.

Fair Trade
Buy fair trade foods / coffee / clothes.

Don't shop at places that sell things made with cheap labor.

Support co-ops.

Garbage / Waste / Litter
Don't use disposable cups for your coffee.

Don't throw usable things away, give them to charity (ie Good Will)

Keep some public area clean.

Organize some sort of recycling.

Health
Eat local / organic foods.

Volunteer at a hospital or other health care facility.

Homelessness
Volunteer at a homeless shelter / food pantry.

Tree Conservation
Take paper out of the recycling stack to make your own notebook. 

Buy recycled toilet paper / paper towels.  Use less of both.

Water Conservation
Turn off the shower while soaping up or brushing your teeth.

“If it's yellow, let it mellow.  If it's brown, flush it down.”

Water Pollution
Buy organic food.

Clean up some river / coastal area.

Use eco-friendly detergents / soap / shampoo / household cleaning stuff.
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