Learning About the Textbook

In this activity, you will become familiar with our textbook.  You will learn about the topics that it covers, and you will learn how each issue is organized.  In addition, you will learn about some of the other useful tools that this textbook contains.

First, look at the table of contents.  Here you can see a list of the title of each issue.  What is the name of issue number 21?  Without turning to that page, what do you think it is about?

Look at the next page, “Issues in Lifestyles”.  Here is a list of the 6 issues that make up the lifestyles section of our textbook.  Look at each one.  Can you understand the issue?  Which issue seems the most interesting to you?

Look at the next page, “Why Learn English?”.  This is issue number 1.  All of the issues in the book are organized like this: a reading, some opinions, and an activity looking at both sides of an issue.  Look at the reading.  What is the main issue?  Look at the words in bold type.  Why do you think these sentences are written in bold?

Take a minute to look at the reading, opinions, and activities.  Don't try to read every word, just try to understand the way the issue is presented.  Do you have any questions?

Notice the small print at the bottom of the reading.  These words and phrases are in the glossary on page 90.  Turn to page 90.  Here you can see explanations for some of the words and phrases in the reading.  Many books have glossaries at the end, so make sure to check for them.

Now please turn to page 78, “Interaction Tips”.  Here you see a list of phrases that are very useful in having discussions.  Many of these are helpful in expressing your opinion, agreeing or disagreeing with someone.  Turn to the next page.  From page 80 to page 89, each of these phrases are explained.  They also give examples.  Learning most or all of these phrases will be helpful to you, both in our class and in other classes.
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