Military Spending Around the World

From: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/spending.htm

Country
Military expenditures - dollar figure
Budget Period







World
$950 billion
2004 est. [see Note 5]


Rest-of-World [all but USA]
$500 billion
2004 est. [see Note 5]







1. United States
$466.0 billion
FY04 actual


2. China
$65 billion
2004 [see Note 1]


3. Russia
$50 billion
[see Note 6]


4. France
$46.5 billion
2000


5. Japan
$44.7 billion
FY05


6. Germany
$38.8 billion
2002


7. United Kingdom
$31.7 billion
2002


8. Italy
$20.2 billion
2002


9. Saudi Arabia
$18.3 billion
FY00


10. Korea, South
$16.18 billion
FY04


Brazil
$13.408 billion
FY99


India
$12,079.7 million
FY01


Iran
$9.7 billion
FY00


Australia
$9.3 billion
FY01/02 est.


Israel
$8.97 billion
FY02


Spain
$8.6 billion
2002


Taiwan
$8,041.2 million
FY01


Turkey
$8.1 billion
2002 est.


Canada
$7,860.5 million
FY01/02


Netherlands
$6.5 billion
FY00/01 est.


Greece
$6.12 billion
FY99/00 est.


Korea, North
$5,124.1 million
FY01


Singapore
$4.47 billion
FY01/02 est.


Sweden
$4,395.1 million
FY01


Argentina
$4.3 billion
FY99


Egypt
$4.04 billion
FY99/00


Mexico
$4 billion
FY99


Poland
$3.5 billion
2002


Colombia
$3.3 billion
FY01


Norway
$3.113 billion
FY98/99


Belgium
$3,076.5 million
FY01/02


Switzerland
$2.548 billion
FY01


Pakistan
$2,545.5 million
FY01


Chile
$2.5 billion
FY99


Denmark
$2.47 billion
FY99/00


Oman
$2,424.4 million
FY01


Kuwait
$1,967.3 million
FY01 [see Note 3]


Algeria
$1.87 billion
FY99


Finland
$1.8 billion
FY98/99


South Africa
$1.79 billion
FY01


Thailand
$1.775 billion
FY00


Malaysia
$1.69 billion
FY00 est.


United Arab Emirates
$1.6 billion
FY00


Romania
$1.5 billion
2005


Austria
$1,497.1 million
FY01/02


Morocco
$1.4 billion
FY99/00


Iraq
$1.3 billion
FY00


Libya
$1.3 billion
FY99/00


Portugal
$1.286 billion
FY99/00


Angola
$1.2 billion
FY97


Czech Republic
$1,190.2 million
FY01


Hungary
$1.08 billion
2002 est.


* Indonesia
$1 billion
FY98/99


Peru
$1 billion
FY01


Philippines
$995 million
FY98


Venezuela
$934 million
FY99


Syria
$921 million
FY00 est. [see Note 4]


Ethiopia
$800 million
FY00


Jordan
$757.5 million
FY01


Qatar
$723 million
FY00/01


Ecuador
$720 million
FY98


Sri Lanka
$719 million
FY98


Ireland
$700 million
FY00/01


Serbia and Montenegro
$654 million
2002


Vietnam
$650 million
FY98


Note 1 - The officially announced figure is $24.6 billion, but actual defense spending more likely ranges from $45 billion to $85 billion for 2004 

Note 4 - based on official budget data that may understate actual spending 

Note 5 - Non-US aggregate real expenditure on arms worldwide in 2004 remained at approximately the 1998 level, about half a trillion dollars. US spending increased from about $280 billion to about $470 billion. 

Military Spending Pre-Discussion

1. Why do you think most wars are fought?  What are some of the major reasons?

2. Think about wars today.  How many can you think of?  Why do you think they are being fought?

3. Think about some of the terrorist attacks that you know about.  What happened? Why do you think it happened?

4. If the global budget for military spending is $900 billion dollars, how much do you think America spends?  How much do you think your country spends?

5. Which countries do you think sell the most weapons?  Why do you think that?

Military Spending Post-Discussion

1. How do you feel about companies and people who make money from war?  Is that a good business idea?

2. Look at the table above.  Does the fact that the United States spend almost as much money as the rest of the world on their military surprise you?  Why or why not?

3. Look at the rest of the top 10.  Are those the countries you expected?  Which ones are surprising?

4. Look at your own country.  Is that number about what you expected?  Why or why not?  Would you like to see it go up or down?
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