Princess Mononoke Discussion Questions

Early in the movie (at 18:40 – after the monk and Ashitaka have soup)

1. What do you think made the pig so angry?

2. Do you believe animals have feelings?  What do you think people do / have done to make animals sad or angry?

3. Do you agree with the monk that “the whole damn world is cursed”?  Why or why not?

4. What do you think about the curse on Ashitaka's arm?  Is there anything good about it?

5. Have you ever gotten so angry that you made stupid choices or lost control?  What happened?

6. What do you think Ashitaka will do on his journey?  What will happen?  What will he find?

At about the halfway point (20 minutes or so before class ends)

1. What environmental problems have you seen so far?  What do you know about these problems?

2. What environmental problems did you see in this movie?  What can we as individuals do to help solve those problems?

3. How is mining bad for the environment?  What effects does it have?

4. What do you think about Princess Mononoke?  Why doesn't she want to be human?

Near the end (1:52:10 – when Eboshi says “Now I'm going to show you how to kill a god.”)

1. What do you think will happen next?  Will Eboshi successfully kill the forest spirit?  Why do you think that?

2. How do you think this movie will end?  Will these be winners and losers?  Who?

3. How do you want this movie to end?

4. How do you feel about the way humans are shown in this movie?  What is the film saying about how people treat nature?

At the end, give the students 5 minutes or so to make their own discussion questions.  In addition, have them discuss the following questions.

1. Look at your worksheet.  Who is the most evil-hearted character in the movie?  Why?  What, if anything, was good about him or her?

2. Who is the most good-hearted character in the movie?  Why?  What, if anything, was bad about him or her?

3. Did the movie end how you expected it to?  How was it the same?  How was it different?

4. What messages do you think the film maker was trying to give to the audience?  Do you agree or disagree?

ESLetc.com


