A Reading on the Pilgrims

From A People's History of the United States, by Howard Zinn

In 1585, Richard Grenville landed in Virginia with seven ships.  The Indians he met were friendly, but when one of them stole a small silver cup, Grenville burned the whole Indian village.  Jamestown was set up inside Indian land.  The chief, Powhatan, watched the English settle on his people's land but did not attack.  When the English were starving in the winter of 1610, some of them ran off to join the Indians, where they would at least have food.  That summer, the governor asked Powhatan to return the runaways but he did not.  Some soldiers went to take revenge.

The soldiers killed 15 or 16 Indians, burned the houses and cut down the corn.  They also took the queen of the tribe and her children into boats.  They later threw the children overboard and “shot out their brains in the water.”  The queen was later stabbed to death.

Twelve years later, the Indians were concerned because more and more English people kept arriving.  They tried to kill them all, and killed 347 men, women and children.  After that, it was total war.

Since the Indians were better woodsmen than the English and impossible to find in the woods, the English often killed them by pretending to want peace.  They let the Indians settle down and plant their corn, and then they killed them and burned the corn just before harvest.  The Indian population of 10 million that lived north of Mexico when Columbus came was eventually reduced to less than a million.

Vocabulary

1. revenge (n.) - 

2. woodsman (n.) - 

3. eventually (adv.) - 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Essay Question

What are some of the differences between the story of English colonists in your textbook (p. 46 – 47) and the stories in this reading?  Why do you think they are different?  Do you believe the stories in this reading?  Why or why not?  How do they make you feel?
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