'NO USA': Korean Farmers Protest U.S. Base Expansion 

Aaron Glantz, OneWorld US Fri Sep 15, 10:45 AM ET 

(adapted)

SAN FRANCISCO - Dozens of South Koreans took to the streets of Washington, DC on Thursday in support of small farmers forced to move to make way for a massive new U.S. military base in their country.

At the time of the protest, President Bush was meeting with his South Korean counterpart just steps away in the White House.

On Tuesday, it took 10,000 South Korean police to move the protesting farmers.

"They are elderly farmers," Kyo So from the protest outside the White House.  "They have been living there for many years. They turned the old swamps into productive farmland. They raised their children there. They don't want to move."

The U.S. military is increasingly unpopular in South Korea.

Outside the U.S. base about 40 miles south of Seoul, protesters painted "NO USA" on buildings and stood on rooftops in a brief attempt to stop construction crews from tearing down about 90 homes. 

Police blockaded roads leading into the town, stopping more protesters from entering the area. Helicopters kept an eye on the protesters.

"The government says they'll move the rest by October, but the feeling in Korea is that the government is going too far and is using too much force. They are very angry with the government," So added.

The U.S. military plans to build new facilities on the farmers' land in order to improve the quality of life for American soldiers stationed in Korea. According to the military newspaper Stars and Stripes, the plans include a new fitness center "complete with a gym, indoor pool, running track, and four-story parking garage."

The construction is part the redeployment of the 35,000-strong U.S. troop presence in Korea. After an agreement between Washington and Seoul, American troops are being moved away from both big cities and the North Korean border.

However, some observers say that could increase the likelihood of war on the Korean Peninsula.

"It's an offensive move," argued George Katsiaficas, a researcher at Harvard University. "It takes American forces out of the range of North Korean artillery and creates a situation where the United States could attack North Korea without Americans being threatened in the immediate counter attack."

The South Korean government supported the moving of U.S. troops as a way to minimize contact between Korean civilians and U.S. soldiers, who have committed high profile rapes and killings in recent years. 

The South Korean government also supports the troop shift in order to get more control over its own military, which has been under U.S. command since the Korean war ended more than 50 years ago.

Vocabulary:

took to the streets – (verb phrase) –

make way for – (verb phrase) –

blockade – (verb) –

force – (noun) –

redeployment – (noun) –

artillery – (noun) –

Comprehension Questions

1. How many people were protesting in Washington, D. C.?  How many people were protesting in South Korea?

2. What were the protests about?  Why were the new facilities being built?

3. Why did Washington and Seoul agree to move the U.S. troops?

Discussion Questions

1. Are there U.S. troops in your country?  If so, how do you feel about that?  How do most people feel about that?

2. Why do countries let the U.S. have bases in them while we don't let them have bases in the U.S.?  Why does the U.S. want bases in so many other countries?

3. Do you think the U.S. will invade North Korea?  Why or why not?  Do you think the U.S. should invade North Korea?  Why or why not?
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