Types of Assignments

Reading Circles:  One student will bring in a 1-2 page article.  From this article, that student will have chosen and defined 5-10 vocabulary words.  Also, they need to make 4 comprehension questions and 4 discussion questions.  Comprehension questions are questions with right and wrong answers based on the information in the article.  Discussion questions should be open, allowing people to express their thoughts and opinions.  Each student will do at least one reading circle during the term.

Final Project:  We have several different possibilities for the final project.  Basically, I would like to have some sort of final activity where you have chosen one topic that interests you.  You will have done some research on that topic and you will present what you have learned and your opinions about it.  There are several ways that you could do this.

Presentation – You could give a speech to the class, using handouts or posters or some other kind of visual aid.  

Poster – You could make an informative poster that we could place in the student lounge.

Brochure – You could make a brochure that we could give to other HELP students.

Demonstration – You could make a display and give a brief explanation of your report in the student lounge.

One thing that I would like the final project to include is the use of a survey.  We will work on this next week.  What I would like is for you to make some questions and ask other students, teachers or people on the street what they know and think about these.  This is good language practice, and also might help you focus your ideas.  Plus, it will give you some data that you can use in your report.

Other than that, the purpose of the project is to give you a chance to show what you learned and think about a topic that we covered in the class.  Your final project should include both facts and your thoughts and opinions.  Creativity is also very good, and we will spend some class time working on your ideas.  If you have an idea for a project that is not on the list, please ask!

1. Which type(s) of final project would you prefer to do and why?

2. Are you interested in spending class time in the computer lab?  Doing what?

3. Are you interested in spending more time on vocabulary (with quizzes, etc.)?

4. Are you interested in learning about websites that offer information on global issues?

5. Would you like to take a field trip?  Where to?

6. Would you like to do more writing (as in writing a report)?

7. Are there any other kinds of assignments/projects that you would like to try?
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