Types of Survey Questions

1. Ask people for a number.


How many hours per week of television do you watch?

2. Ask a yes or no question.

Do you recycle?

* You could make this a multiple choice question by offering answers like never, sometimes, usually and always.

3. Ask a multiple choice question.


Which of the following do you think is the most dangerous form of pollution?


a. air


b. water


c. noise


d. light


* e. none of the above

4. Ask people to rank something on a Likert scale (from 1 to 5).

Do you agree that abortion should be legal?

1- strongly agree 2 – somewhat agree 3 – no opinion 4 – somewhat disagree 5 – strongly disagree

5. Ask people to put some things in order.

Using the numbers 1 to 5, please put the following issues in order of importance, with 1 being the most important.

____ terrorism

____ global warming

____ population control

____ workers’ rights

____ genocide

6. Ask an “open” question.


What do you think about divorce?

In my opinion, a good survey should have mostly closed questions with a couple of open ones.  That way, you will have data you can analyze and quotes you can include.
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