Google Basic Search Tips

Google is a great way to find information on the internet.  Here are some tips on using it.  For more detail, check out this website: http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/basics.html

Often, you can get better results by using more than one search term.  If you're planning a Hawaiian vacation, you'll do better with vacation Hawaii (or Hawaii vacation) than with either vacation or Hawaii by themselves. And vacation Hawaii golf may produce even better results. 

Try to be as specific as possible.  It's better to search using luxury hotels Maui than tropical island hotels. 

Google searches are NOT case sensitive 

Google ignores common words (how, the, etc.) as well as single numbers and single letters.  If you need to include a common word put a "+" sign in front of it.  Be sure to include a space before the "+" sign.  For example, to search for Star Wars, Episode I, use: Star Wars Episode +I.

If your search term has more than one meaning (bass, for example, could refer to fishing or music) you can narrow your search by putting a minus sign ("-") in front of words related to the meaning you want to avoid.  Be sure to include a space before the minus sign.  For example, if you want information on the fish, you could search for bass -music.

Another very useful technique is using quotation marks around two or more words.  If you do this, Google will return pages containing the exact phrase.  This can be especially useful when using a name as a search term.  For example, “Tom Cruise” will probably return better results than Tom Cruise.
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