Who Gets the Heart?

Kira came up with this, and it's a great, low-prep activity that could work with a lot of different types of classes.  I've used it with my large (50 students) oral English college classes.  I began by telling the students that they would be doctors the following week.  I told them that they had eight patients, all of whom needed a heart transplant, but they only had one heart.  Here are the patients I gave them:

Julia Roberts





Britney Spears

Yao Ming





Hu Jin Tao

an only child who loves her parents (aged 17)
a good student (aged 14)

a married father (children aged 2, 5, and 9)

a single mother (child aged 15)

I asked them to write a paragraph explaining their choice for homework.  I did this simply to ensure that they thought about it before our next class.  At the beginning of the next class I collected the paragraphs and gave students 3 or 4 minutes to explain their choice to their partner.  Next, they voted and I put the names of the 4 or 5 most popular choices on the board.

I then had students get into groups according to their choice, share their reasons, and choose two representatives to present their position to the class.  They had ten minutes to prepare, and then students began giving their opinions to the class.  After each student, I asked the audience for questions or comments.  Kira actually runs this activity as a debate, with 3 or 4 teams taking two minute turns.
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