Appendix A

Brainstorm!

To help me plan the class, and also to get some ideas for our final projects, I want to begin by asking you to choose 4 global issues.  Tell me why it is important, and also try to come up with some ideas for actions that we can do to help improve the situation.  Feel free to list more than one action!  Don’t worry if an idea is good or bad at this point.  Just try to choose things that are important to you!

1. Issue: 

Why it is important:

What we can do about it:

2. Issue: 

Why it is important:

What we can do about it:

3. Issue: 

Why it is important:

What we can do about it:

4. Issue: 

Why it is important:

What we can do about it:

Appendix B

Final Project - Introduction

In this class, for the final project, I would like you to do a presentation or paper addressing a global issue.  This project should include several parts.  First of all, you'll need to do some research to collect some background information on the issue.  You can use books, magazines, the Internet or other sources.  If you are interested in really practicing academic writing, you can include a list of sources at the end of your paper, and I can help you with the format of this.

In addition to presenting some information on your issue, I also want your final project to include some sort of activism.  This could mean volunteering somewhere, or getting involved with an organization, but it could also mean making changes in your own life.  Below, I have a list of actions and the issues that they are related to.  There are many, many more possibilities, this is just to give you some starting ideas.  The final part of your project will be about your activism experience, and your thoughts about the future.

Issue
Action

Air Pollution / Global Warming
Buy local goods.

Don't drive your car / take the bus.

Use less electricity (air dry your clothes, etc.)

Consumerism
For gifts, make your own or give non-material gifts.

Keep track of what you buy and how it was produced.

Coral Reef / Ocean Life Protection
Only buy sustainably farmed / caught seafood.

Use non-toxic sunscreen.

Fair Trade
Buy fair trade foods / coffee / clothes.

Don't shop at places that sell things made with cheap labor.

Support co-ops.

Garbage / Waste / Litter
Don't use disposable cups for your coffee.

Don't throw usable things away, give them to charity (ie Good Will)

Keep some public area clean.

Organize some sort of recycling.

Health
Eat local / organic foods.

Volunteer at a hospital or other health care facility.

Homelessness
Volunteer at a homeless shelter / food pantry.

Tree Conservation
Take paper out of the recycling stack to make your own notebook. 

Buy recycled toilet paper / paper towels.  Use less of both.

Water Conservation
Turn off the shower while soaping up or brushing your teeth.

“If it's yellow, let it mellow.  If it's brown, flush it down.”

Water Pollution
Buy organic food.

Clean up some river / coastal area.

Use eco-friendly detergents / soap / shampoo / household cleaning stuff.

Appendix C

Homework

I would like you to write about 1 page about an issue that is important to you.  It could be something that you would like to learn more about or something that you would like to teach other people about.  Use some or all of the following questions to get some ideas of what to write about.

Why is this issue important?

How does it affect your life?  How will it affect your life in the future?

What do you know about the issue right now?

What else would you like to know about this issue?

What possible actions could you take to have a positive effect on this problem?

Appendix D

Label reading exercise

Look at your group's item.  What information does the label give you?  What does it tell you about where / how / why the product was made?  Which global issues does it address?  Take notes below, and write down the specific phrases that reveal the companies attitude about these global issues.  One person in the group will explain what you've found to the class.  If you finish looking carefully at your label, feel free to look at the labels of the other groups.

Word or Phrase
What does this tell you about the product or global issue?

























Appendix E

Label Reading Homework

For this assignment, I would like you to find a label in your home and write a couple of paragraphs telling us what it tells you.  In addition, please write about whatever other information you know about the product, and where you learned that information.  What other information would you like the label to include?  What information do you need to make your shopping decisions?  Where can you get this information?  What were you thinking about when you bought this product?

Appendix F

READING CIRCLE ASSIGNMENT

Activity Purpose

The reading circle will give you a chance to discuss things you are interested in.  You will get experience doing research and preparing materials.  You will also gain experience leading a discussion.

The Group Leader's responsibility

1) Find a 1-2 page article.

2) Prepare a vocabulary list of 5-10 difficult words/phrases, underline the words in the article, and provide the definition and part of speech.  Make sure that the definition and part of speech match how the word is used in the article.

3) Create 8 questions (4 comprehension and 4 discussion questions) for the in-class discussion.

4) Lead and monitor the discussion of your article among your group members.

cHOOSING The Reading

You can choose any article that has to do with a global issue.  Choose a topic that interests you.  It could be related to your final project.  It should be a news story, not just an “encyclopedia” type article.

Make sure that the article is not too difficult.

Internet news sites (yahoo or google news) are good places to find readings, but you can also use newspapers, magazines, textbooks, etc.

reADING ciRCLE dAYS: In-class reading and discussion

1) Bring the article to class the day before your discussion. The rest of the group will read the article for homework.

2) During the discussion, first answer any questions that your group has about the article.

3) Next, go over the vocabulary list.

4) Then, ask your group to give you their answers to the 4 comprehension questions.

5) Finally, discuss the 4 discussion questions.  Make sure that each person in the group gives their opinion and that the group is not dominated by one person!

Appendix G

End of Class Feedback

Thank you all for the hard work you did during this class!  As you can probably tell, many of the issues we talked about are very important to me, and I look forward to learning more about them as I read your paper.  In the future, I would like to continue teaching this type of class, with these types of topics and activities.  Thus, I would really like to know what you think about it, and I’d also appreciate any suggestions that you have.  Thanks again!

What did you like / dislike about this class?  What should I do again?  What should I change?

What did you like / dislike about the final paper assignment?  What, if anything, should I change?

What did you learn by doing your action?  Was it worthwhile?  Will you continue / change your behavior in the future?

Is there anything else you would like to tell me about what we did / learned in this class?

